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B T

Abstract: Local culture plays a strategic role in shaping and maintaining the identity of the diverse
Indonesian nation. In the context of higher education, local culture does not merely function as a
heritage of tradition but also as a source of values and character that can strengthen students’ national
consciousness. This research aims to analyze the role of local culture as the foundation of national
identity at the university and to identify strategies for implementing cultural values in the educational
process and at campus life. This research employes a descriptive qualitative approach using interviews,
Focus Group Discussions (FGDs), participatory observation, and document analysis to collect data.
The findings indicate that the internalization of local cultural values through curriculum, student activ-
ities, and academic culture can strengthen the self-identity of students as the nation’s next generation.
Thus, higher education institutions play a crucial role as agents of cultural preservation while simulta-
neously driving national ideology through the development of academic and non-academic programs
rooted in local values. Thus, strengthening local culture in higher education is a strategic step in building

a national identity that is characterized, competitive, and uniquely Indonesian.

Keywords: Character Values; Higher Education; Local Culture; National Identity; Students

1. Introduction

The rapid advancement of information and communication technologies has signifi-
cantly transformed the sociocultural landscape of modern society, including higher education
institutions in Indonesia. The massive flow of global culture through digital media has created
a double-edged effect: while it facilitates access to knowledge and global connectivity, it also
contributes to the erosion of local cultural values and the weakening of national identity
among university students (Abdullah et al., 2019; Muassomah et al., 2020). In this context,
local culture is not merely a relic of tradition, but rather a dynamic foundation for moral,
ideological, and intellectual development that shapes the nation’s identity (Jubba et al., 2022;
Pabbajah et al., 2022). Therefore, it is crucial to examine how higher education institutions
can function as agents for the preservation and revitalization of local cultural values to
strengthen students’ sense of national identity.

Previous studies have investigated the integration of local wisdom into educational con-
texts, focusing primarily on primary and secondary education (Badeni & Saparahayuningsih,
2023; Ibrahim & Sundawa, 2023; Murti et al., 2020). These studies demonstrate that culture-
based learning significantly enhances students’ moral awareness and civic responsibility.
However, research exploring the role of local culture in higher education remains limited and
often conceptual in nature, lacking empirical depth and systemic analysis (Nawangsih et al.,
2022; Rohmabh, 2020). Moreover, most previous methods have focused on ceremonial preset-
vation or extracurricular activities rather than curriculum-level integration. The strength of
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those approaches lies in their ability to raise awareness, but their weakness is the absence of
structural incorporation of cultural values into academic programs.

This study addresses these gaps by analyzing the role of local culture as the foundation
of national identity in Indonesian higher education. It explores how universities can internal-
ize cultural values through curriculum design, academic traditions, and student activities to
produce graduates who are both globally competent and culturally rooted. The research
adopts a qualitative descriptive method, employing interviews, focus group discussions
(FGDs), and participatory observations across three cultural regions of Yogyakarta, Makassar,
and Bali to ensure contextual diversity.

In line with this, the study secks to answer three fundamental research questions: first,
how does local culture contribute to the formation of national identity within Indonesian
higher education institutions? Second, what challenges do universities face in integrating local
culture into their educational systems? Third, what strategies can be implemented to
strengthen local culture as the foundation of nationalism in higher education environments?
The answers to these questions are expected to provide both theoretical contributions to the
study of culture and national education, as well as practical recommendations for universities
in developing national character rooted in local cultural values. This study is grounded on the
assumption that the reinforcement of local culture within higher education serves as a crucial
instrument in addressing the identity crisis and revitalizing students’ sense of nationalism
amidst globalization. Local wisdom values such as mutual cooperation (gotong royong), tol-
erance, and social solidarity are in harmony with the principles of Pancasila and are highly
relevant for transformation into the academic culture of universities. Thus, local cultutre func-
tions not merely as a legacy of the past, but as a social and ideological capital for building a
national character that is both adaptive to modern challenges and deeply rooted in the Indo-
nesian identity.

2. Literature Review

The development of national identity through higher education has become an increas-
ingly relevant discourse in the era of globalization. While numerous studies have explored the
relationship between education, culture, and character formation, there remains a significant
research gap in understanding how local culture functions as an ideological and structural
foundation within universities. This section presents the theoretical background and related
studies that underpin this research. It consists of three subsections: (1) local culture as a social
and ideological system, (2) national identity and cultural nationalism, and (3) the strategic role
of higher education in identity formation.

Local Culture

Local culture is the product of human creativity, feeling, and volition (cipta, rasa, dan
karsa) within a specific community, transmitted across generations (Niman et al., 2020).
Koentjaraningrat (1992) defines culture as the entire system of human ideas, actions, and
artifacts that become the property of a society through a learning process (Koentjaraningrat,
1992; Saputra, 2013). In the Indonesian context, local culture represents the values of indig-
enous wisdom, social norms, and regional identity that, despite their diversity, remain rooted
in the spirit of nationhood (Diab et al., 2022; Moeis et al., 2022). In this regard, culture func-
tions as essential social capital in fostering national spirit amidst the erosion of national values
within society, particularly among the younger generation.

In addition to being social capital that must be preserved, culture also serves a function
in maintaining social relations among members of society. Culture has the capacity to prevent
the occurrence of conflicts within diverse communities like Indonesia (Ashadi et al., 2022).
This is consistent with Sedyawati, (2007) observation that local culture has three primary
functions: first, as a guide.

e for social behavior; second, as a source of moral and ethical values; and third, as a
social adhesive in plural societies. Furthermore, indigenous wisdom plays a role as a
knowledge system that guides humanity to live in harmony with both the environment and
others (Fajarini, 2014). Hence, the preservation of local culture is not merely aesthetic but
also ideological, as it embodies the fundamental Pancasila values such as cooperation (gofong
royong), deliberation (musyawarah), and tolerance.
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National Identity and Nationalism

National identity constitutes the unique characteristics that differentiate one nation from
another, encompassing aspects such as culture, language, values, and ideology (Charles, 2008).
In the Indonesian context, national identity is built upon the motto "Bhinneka Tunggal 1ka"
(Unity in Diversity), which underscores unity despite inherent variety (Duile, 2023; Ramdhani,
2022). Nationalism, as conceptualized by Anderson (1991), is an "imagined community"
forged by a collective consciousness of shared history, culture, and future objectives (Ander-
son, 2019). Indonesian nationalism is characteristically cultural and inclusive, valuing differ-
ences as a unifying national strength (Mcvey, 2016). In this regard, local culture becomes a
crucial pillar for the formation of national identity, as it embodies values that strengthen social
solidarity and national pride (Aragon, 2012). Amidst the strong currents of globalization, na-
tionalism can no longer be narrowly interpreted as mere political loyalty; instead, it must be
understood as cultural consciousness a cultural awareness that asserts the nation’s identity
among other nations (Kaelan, 2013). In other words, the nation’s rich and diverse culture can
serve as 2 medium for building shared consciousness, aiming to tealize a strong nation based
on a deeply rooted cultural ideology.
The Role of Higher Education in Shaping National Identity

Higher education institutions in Indonesia hold a strategic mandate to advance the in-
tellectual life of the nation (mencerdaskan kebidupan bangsa), which extends beyond intellectual
pursuits to encompass the formation of character and national values (Pabbajah et al., 2020).
Character development, specifically, requires reinforcement to cope with intensifying social
transformations (Carr, 2017). Tilaar (2011) emphasizes that higher education must be oriented
toward the holistic development of the Indonesian person an individual who is faithful,
knowledgeable, and rooted in the nation’s culture (Tilaar, 2014). Within the framework of the
Tri Dharma Pergurnan Tinggi (the Three Pillars of Higher Education: Teaching, Research, and
Community Service), activities across education, research, and community engagement can
be utilized as vehicles for internalizing local cultural values (Istambul, 2019). By integrating
cultural values into the curriculum, student activities, and local wisdom-based community
outreach programs, HEIs can strengthen the identity (ja# diri) of students, fostering them into
nationalistic and highly principled citizens (Sudrajat et al., 2021; Sumarni et al., 2020). A num-
ber of Indonesian HEIs have already commenced the implementation of local culture-based
educational programs, such as the development of local wisdom-based curricula and inter-
regional student cultural exchange initiatives. However, the current level of implementation
remains uneven and frequently ceremonial (Nawangsih et al., 2022; Rohmah, 2020). There-
fore, a systematic and comprehensive strategy is essential to ensure that local culture can gen-
uinely function as an ideological basis and a fundamental identity-shaping force within the
academic domain.

3. Research Method

This study employs a descriptive qualitative approach, aiming to provide an in-depth
description of the role of local culture as the foundation of national identity within Indonesian
higher education institutions. This approach was selected because the phenomenon under
investigation is complex, contextual, and involves the experiences of students, lecturers, and
campus administrators in internalizing local cultural values into higher education.

The research was conducted across three Indonesian regions representing diverse higher
education institutions locations: Yogyakarta, Makassar, and Bali. These regions were chosen
based on the persistent vibrancy of their cultural dynamics, which allows for the collection of
varied and representative data. Research participants include representatives of university
leadership, lecturers, and administrators of student activity units who are directly involved in
cultural strengthening programs at each higher education institutions. Participant selection
utilized a purposive sampling technique, based on their direct relevance to the research topic.
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Figure 1. Data Collection Method

Interviews were conducted to explore participant perceptions and experiences regarding
the integration of local culture into student identity and campus activities. Participant obser-
vation was carried out during campus activities such as in-class learning processes, traditional
art performances, and student co-curricular activities to understand the practical application
of cultural values.

Furthermore, Focus Group Discussions were held with course lecturers to investigate
their conceptions and implementation of local cultural content within the pedagogical pro-
cess. Document analysis was also performed on materials including syllabi, learning modules,
and institutional reports concerning cultural strengthening activities. This documentation was
used to support and triangulate the data gathered from the interviews, observations, and
FGD.

Data analysis was conducted thematically following the Braun and Clarke model,
through the stages of familiarization, initial coding, searching for themes, theme review and
verification, and defining and naming themes (Byrne, 2022). The main themes that emerged
were analyzed within the context of the internalization of cultural values, pride in national
identity, and the integration of culture into the higher education curriculum. To enhance va-
lidity, this study employed data source triangulation, member checking, and an audit trail.

Research ethics were maintained through the principles of anonymity, informed consent
from all participants, and the use of data solely for academic purposes and scholarly publica-
tion. This approach allows the research to comprehensively depict how local culture serves
as the foundation for national identity formation within the context of higher education in
Indonesia.

4. Results and Discussion

The Correlation of Local Culture, National Identity, and Higher Education

The relationship among local culture, national identity, and higher education is mutually
reinforcing. Higher education institutions, as formal bodies, are capable of providing a space
for cultural preservation through the teaching curriculum (Gaio et al., 2024). Local culture
provides the fundamental values, higher education functions as the medium for value trans-
formation, while national identity is the result of the internalization of these values within the
collective consciousness of students (Brankovic, 2018). From the perspective of social con-
structivism introduced by Berger & Luckmann, national identity is formed through an edu-
cational process that instills cultural meaning and values of togetherness (Abdullah, 2009).
This implies that when higher education institutions consistently teach and actualize local
cultural values, students will build a reflective sense of national identity. Furthermore, the
strengthening of local culture in higher education can also serve as a form of resistance against
the dominance of global culture, which tends to be homogenous and commercial (Wilkins,
2020). By establishing local culture as the foundation of education, higher education institu-
tions can produce graduates who are not only globally competent but also possess a strong
Indonesian personality. This is reflected in the informant statements in Table 1 below:
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Table 1. The Potential of Culture as a Foundation for Identity

Inform-
ant

No.

Statement

Description

1 Lecturer
Repre-
sentative

2 Student
Repre-
sentative 1

3 University
Leader
Repre-
sentative

4 Supervis-
ing Lec-
turer Rep-
resentative
5 Student
Repre-
sentative 2

6 Lecturer
Repre-
sentative 2

7 University
Leader
Repre-
sentative

8 University
Leader
Repre-
sentative

"Local culture is important as the root of
students’ character values. Values such as
gotong royong, tolerance, and politeness de-
rived from local culture must be integrated
into learning so that students have a strong
national identity."

"Yes, because from my regional culture I
learn about respecting others and coopera-
tion. On campus, I see these values can be
applied in organizational activities and lec-
tures."

"We have a "Special Course for Local Cul-
ture" program, which incorporates local wis-
dom into a compulsory university course.
Additionally, we encourage student research
related to regional culture."

"Local culture can act as a filter against for-
eign cultural influence. Students who under-
stand their own culture will be wiser in filter-
ing information and external influences."
"The challenge is the lack of student interest
in their own culture. Many are more inter-
ested in foreign popular culture. Creative
ways are needed to make local culture more

appealing.”

"Through real activities, such as community

service based on culture, regional arts com-

petitions, and leadership training based on
local values."

"Mpu Kuturan is not just a historical figure,
but a symbol of unification and harmony in
Bali. Meru Ilmu (The Pinnacle of
Knowledge) is positioned as the philosophy
of developing layered and structured
knowledge, reflecting the nation’s ideological
values."

"Culture does not have to be named a cul-
ture course... but the values within it contain
that... so we perfect the hidden culture... im-
plemented in the University, both in the Tri
Dharma, research, community service, and
education."

Higher education plays a
role as a strengthener of lo-
cal cultural values to shape
students’ national character.

Students are aware that local
culture forms the basis of
social identity and ethics in
the campus environment.

Universities actively involve
local cultural elements in ac-
ademic and non-academic
activities as a means of na-
tional identity building.
Local culture serves as a for-
tress of national identity and
a means of selectively facing
globalization.

The main challenges are
modernization and low in-
terest of the younger genera-
tion in local culture. The
campus must adopt creative
and digital approaches.
The internalization of local
cultural values is more effec-
tive through practical activi-
ties than merely theory in
class.

Cultural figures’ thoughts are
used as symbols in cultural
learning in higher education.

Cultural content is incorpo-
rated into the higher educa-
tion system through T'ri
Dharma activities.

Based on the interviews conducted with a number of informants, it is shown that local

culture possesses a fundamental role in shaping both student identity and national identity.
All sources concurred that the values contained in local culture such as gotong royong (mutual
cooperation), tolerance, social responsibility, and respect for differences are an essential foun-
dation for building the students’ national personality amidst the currents of globalization (Ih-
san et al., 2021). Thus, local culture is not merely a heritage of the past, but also a relevant
source of values for the moral and ethical development of the younger generation in the
higher education environment.

Furthermore, the study results indicate that higher education institutions hold a strategic
responsibility to integrate local cultural values into all aspects of campus life. The strengthen-
ing of local culture can be executed through various dimensions, such as the learning curric-
ulum, student organizational activities, and an academic culture that reflects national values.
Higher education plays a role as an institution that not only produces professionals but also
as an agent for the preservation of the nation’s noble values rooted in regional culture (Wang,



Proceeding of The International Conference on Global Education and Learning 2025 (December), vol. 2, no. 2, Pabbajah, et al. 65 of 69

2023). Consequently, higher education stands as a critical pillar in the preservation of local
culture as a national heritage.

Nevertheless, this study also found that there are several challenges in the efforts to
preserve and internalize local culture in the higher education environment. These challenges
encompass the strong influence of globalization and foreign culture, the declining interest of
students in traditional culture, and the lack of innovation in packaging and disseminating local
cultural values to suit the context of the younger generation (Diab et al., 2022). This necessi-
tates that higher education institutions adapt so that cultural preservation is not merely cere-
monial but also contextual and sustainable.

In response to these challenges, the informants proposed a number of strategies deemed
effective for strengthening local culture in the higher education environment. These strategies
include the application of contextual learning based on local culture, the organization of cul-
tural activities that actively involve students, the strengthening of collaboration with local
community groups, and the utilization of digital technology as a medium for cultural preser-
vation and promotion, including an understanding of religious life dynamics (Pabbajah et al.,
2021). Through these steps, it is hoped that local culture can remain alive, develop, and be-
come a strong foundation for the formation of national identity amidst the continuously
changing technological transformation.

National identity is not formed automatically; it grows from shared values owned and
lived by the community. Local culture provides these values (such as gofong-royong, kinship,
harmony, sense of nationalism) that can be used as the foundation of national identity
(Baydhowi et al., 2023). Local wisdom, in this regard, becomes the identity or cultural per-
sonality of a nation that characterizes its distinction from other nations (Setyawan & Dopo,
2020). In the context of higher education, students originate from diverse backgrounds; thus,
strengthening local culture as an identity can help create an inclusive ‘common ground’ for
national identity (Balashova & Savchuk, 2021; Frank & Meyer, 2021). In this respect, educa-
tional institutions can serve as a medium for integration to prevent social conflict.

Higher education possesses two important dimensions: the academic dimension
(knowledge, research) and the cultural dimension (values, character). To strengthen national
identity through local culture, the campus must incorporate local culture into the curriculum,
campus activities, traditions, and the daily campus culture. For instance, campuses can organ-
ize regional cultural events, local cultural research, collaboration with the community, and use
regional languages as one element in campus life (Abduh et al., 2022). A higher education
institution that neglects the cultural aspect can easily lose its social relevance and identity in
society.

The Integration between Global and Local is Termed " Glocalization"

The biggest challenge lies in how local culture can remain vital and relevant in the global
era. Numerous studies demonstrate that the locality of cultural values does not conflict with
globalization; rather, they can synergize (Hazelkorn, 2016; Margi¢ & Krstanovié, 2018; Patel
& Lynch, 2013). Higher education institutions must serve as spaces where students learn to
think globally ("think internationally") but remain rooted in local/national values ("act lo-
cally") (Caniglia et al., 2018; Francois, 2015). This is crucial so that graduates are not only
prepared to face global competition but also maintain their identity as a nation.

However, this condition is not easy to implement due to various constraints faced by
every higher education institution. Common constraints include: low student awareness of
local culture, insufficient integration of local culture within the curriculum, lack of institu-
tional support, and the dominance of foreign culture through social media and globalization
(Christensen, 2017). Therefore, the implementation of local culture reinforcement requires a
systematic strategy, collaboration among faculties/study programs/student units, and campus
policy support.

Given these conditions, higher education institutions need to develop local cultural in-
tegration programs, such as courses on national values accompanied by local cultural rein-
forcement, student research on local wisdom, extracurricular cultural activities, and collabo-
ration with indigenous/local communities. The curtriculum needs to be strengthened so that
local culture is not merely an ‘incident’ but becomes a systematic part: for example, through
value-based learning, field assignments to cultural communities, and the development of local
modules/content. Higher education needs to teinforce a campus identity that is rooted in
local culture yet open to the global, for example, campuses in Yogyakarta being associated
with the spirit of nationalism and local Javanese culture (Sudaryatie et al., 2022) . Assessment
and evaluation of how students internalize local culture are necessary: for instance, through
self-reflection, culture-based community service activities, and cultural competence in a global
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context. Furthermore, there must be an increased awareness among all campus stakeholders
(lecturers, educational staff, students, alumni) that local culture is a strategic asset of national
identity and not an impediment to modernity.

5. Comparison

When compared to previous studies, the present research offers a broader and more
integrative understanding of how local culture contributes to national identity formation in
higher education. Earlier works such as those by Murti et al., (2020) and Nawangsih et al.,
(2022) primarily focused on the role of local wisdom in moral and character education at the
elementary and secondary levels. These studies successfully highlighted the moral values em-
bedded in cultural traditions but did not extend their analysis to the structural and institutional
dimensions of higher education. In contrast, this study demonstrates that universities can play
a transformative role in embedding local culture into academic systems, curriculum design,
and student activities thus moving beyond symbolic preservation toward systematic cultural
institutionalization.

Furthermore, compared with contemporary research emphasizing cultural preservation
through technology, such as (Niman et al., 2020) who explored digital storytelling, this study
advances a more holistic approach that integrates cultural, technological, and ideological di-
mensions. It applies the theoretical concept of glcalization (Caniglia et al., 2018; Francois,
2015) within the Indonesian higher education context, showing how global academic stand-
ards can coexist with local values to foster adaptive nationalism. Unlike previous models that
treat culture as a supplementary or ceremonial component, this study positions local culture
as a living system that underpins the ideological foundation of national character building in
universities.

In summary, this research contributes to the state-of-the-art by filling the gap between the-
ory and practice in cultural education. It proposes a conceptual model that treats higher edu-
cation institutions as cultural agents capable of revitalizing national identity through curricu-
lum innovation, digital transformation, and community collaboration. The findings provide
measurable theoretical and practical contributions: theoretically, by expanding the discourse
on cultural nationalism in education; and practically, by offering a strategic framework for
universities to integrate cultural values into academic and institutional practices. Through this
comparative lens, the study establishes its distinct contribution in redefining cultural educa-
tion as a central, rather than peripheral, dimension of higher education reform in Indonesia.

6. Conclusions

Local culture can and is highly worthy of being established as the foundation of national
identity in higher education. With the proper integration of local values, higher education,
and national identity, students will become individuals who are characterized, nationalistic,
and simultaneously ready to face global challenges. Higher education institutions hold a cen-
tral role in realizing this through the curriculum, campus activities, and a campus culture that
is rooted in the local yet global in outlook. However, implementation success is contingent
upon institutional awareness, systematic strategy, and the empowerment of local culture as a
strategic national asset.

This research affirms that local culture possesses a critically important role as the foun-
dation for the formation of both student identity and national identity within the higher edu-
cation environment. The main findings demonstrate that local cultural values—such as gofong
royong (mutual cooperation), deliberation, tolerance, and wisdom in social life—remain rele-
vant for integration into the higher education system. Higher education institutions occupy a
strategic position in instilling these values through the curriculum, student activities, and an
academic culture oriented toward character building. Furthermore, the study results also in-
dicate that the internalization of local culture can strengthen the sense of nationalism, social
solidarity, and students’ capacity to face global challenges without losing their national iden-
tity.

From the perspective of scholarly contribution, this research enriches the study of the
relationship among education, culture, and national character development. These findings
augment the understanding that higher education not only functions as a vehicle for
knowledge transfer but also as an agent for the preservation and revitalization of local cultural
values. Theoretically, this study expands the perspective of multicultural education and char-
acter education by positioning local culture as a core element in the development of national
identity. Practically, the research provides input for higher education institutions in designing
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policies and strategies for strengthening local culture based on the context of the campus and
the surrounding community.

The limitations of this study lie in the scope of data, which is still restricted to a few
informants from a limited number of higher education institutions in three regions, and does
not yet represent the entire cultural diversity in Indonesia. Therefore, future studies are sug-
gested to involve a broader range of higher education institutions from various regions with
different cultural backgrounds, and to employ mixed methods to obtain more comprehensive
results. Future research can also explore the effectiveness of local culture-based learning mod-
els and their empirical impact on the formation of student character. Thus, the study of local
culture in higher education can continue to develop and provide a tangible contribution to
the development of education and the strengthening of national identity amidst the increas-
ingly rapid and widespread technological transformation.
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